
	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-14-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Working in plant room 
	Date:
	Oct 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Staff, contractors
	Number
	5

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:

This assessment covers access to plant room to carry out general inspections of heating systems and changing over pumps.  
Contractors may be working in the plant room during maintenance of systems and legionella inspections.

The plant rooms are kept locked at all times and only site team have authorised access.

	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Disturbing asbestos containing materials when working in the plant room.
	X
	 
	

	2.
	Electric shock caused by damage to electrical panels and arcing.
	 
	X
	

	3. 
	Slips and trips caused by layout of equipment on pipework or brick bunds
	
	X
	 

	4.
	Hot surfaces on pipework causing scalds
	 
	X
	

	5. 
	Falling from height when carrying out high-level inspections.
	 
	 
	X

	6.
	Gas leaks reducing oxygen in air, causing asphyxia
	 
	X
	

	7.
	Fire caused by electrical source coming into contact with combustible items.
	
	
	

	8.
	Lone working in plant room resulting in staff members not receiving medical assistance in event of a fall or other accident
	
	
	X 


	Existing Control Measures

	1  School staff are aware of the location of asbestos in the school and ACM’s are labelled.
· Maintenance team attend asbestos training every three years.

· Any areas containing asbestos materials will be checked beforehand.  
· In the event of a suspected release of asbestos fibres, the area will be sealed off until further investigation can be carried out.

· Contractors will sign the asbestos register prior to working in the plant rooms.

· Management plan in place – any location in the school which contains asbestos materials will be visually inspected on annual basis.

	2.  Plant will be isolated by an external contractor as required.   
· Low voltage or battery tools and equipment are used in the plant room.
· Site team will not work on live electrical equipment.
· safe system of work is available before commencing any hot work.
· electrical safety isolation switch is located by exit door.
· Steel ladders used in plant room.

	3  There is adequate lighting provided in the plant room.  
· Possible head hazards are padded or marked with prominent identification tape
· Good housekeeping is maintained.  
· Safe floors, stairs and walkways with clear access maintained at all times
· Modular steps are provided over ground floor pipe work and concrete channels to reduce risk of tripping.

	4.  Hot surfaces are appropriately lagged.


	 5.  Site Supervisor selects the correct work at height equipment for the task e.g. ladder, step ladder;  
· Site Supervisor reads this assessment in conjunction with the establishment's risk assessment(s) for the work at height equipment used;  
· Fixed ladders are installed to access high-level equipment wherever possible.

· Work at height equipment e.g. step ladders is subject to routine inspection;  
· Maintenance team are competent to use the equipment e.g. undertaken working at height training every 3 years.

· Maintenance team members do not undertake work at height when alone in school;
· Site Supervisor is aware to take extra care to ensure stability if ladders are used on uneven surfaces;  
· Employees are advised not to stretch or lean away from ladders whilst working at height

	6.   Gas safety checks are completed annually.
· no repairs to gas systems are carried out unless by a Gas Safe Registered person.

· gas isolation valve is fitted in plant room.

· CO2 monitor is located in plant room with audible alarm.



	7.  CO2 fire extinguishing appliances and automatic detection is available in the plant room

· Storage of materials that will readily catch fire are not permitted in plant rooms or spaces containing a fixed source of ignition, where this is not practicable a line should be delineated approximately 1 metre from any source of ignition to prevent storage.  All personnel (staff / maintenance / contractors) are made aware there should be nothing placed beyond the red line

· Daily checks are carried out to prevent the accumulation of materials / equipment

· All staff are acquainted with the Fire evacuation procedures 
· Fire evacuation signage is displayed for contractors.  Briefing given to contractors who may be working in the plant room alone.
· Fire exit doors and escape routes are unobstructed and doors are easy to open

	8.  Lone working in the plant room is avoided.  

· In the event of a contractor working in the plant room, lone working arrangements will be discussed i.e. regular contact maintained with contractor during the time of the visit.

· Staff needing to access the plant room will collect a walkie talkie radio beforehand and inform their line manager or SBM that they will be accessing the room with an estimated work time and then confirm when they leave.

· The plant room will be locked when not in use to prevent unauthorised access.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x 
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Review the use of fixed ladders for carrying out regular high-level inspections.
	
	

	Provide gantries and modular steps above ground level pipework, concrete plinths, bunded areas.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	X 
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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