	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	AR-04-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Textiles: Batik and other wax processes
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Pupils  x 30 per session
Staff x 2
	Total

Number
	30

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	TBC – i.e. people with eyesight deficiencies/Pupil behaviour
	Number
	


	Setting the Scene:

Melting wax for application to fabrics using self-contained, electrically-heated pots or wax kettles on hotplates or in specially-designed pans suspended over a larger container partially filled with water. The molten wax is applied to cloth which is then dyed. Dye does not soak into the waxed areas.

	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Burns of scalds cause by hot wax on the edge of the pot and whilst tipping hot wax out of the pot.
	 
	X
	

	2.
	The mains cord causing a tripping hazard.
	X
	
	 

	3. 
	The mains cord being damaged resulting in electric shock.
	
	X
	 

	4. 
	Fumes from melted was may irritate the respiratory systems.
	X
	 
	

	5. 
	Fire caused by equipment overheating
	X
	
	

	6.
	 Hot wax splashing into eyes during tipping.
	X
	 
	

	7. 
	 
	 
	
	

	8.
	 
	 
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1. The sides of self-contained pots are well insulated although some areas could become hot enough to cause a minor burn. 
· Teach children how to carry out the process safely, including how to minimise the risk of tipping a separately-heated wax kettle. 
· Users must stand, not sit, when using hot wax. 
· Wear gloves giving thermal protection when holding the handle of a wax kettle, if it is of a design that becomes hot. 
· Do not move hot wax pots until they are completely cool. 
· If possible, do not use wax pots heated by being suspended over containers of hot water. If unavoidable, take special care to avoid splashing water into the wax

	2. Position the batik pot close to the wall socket to prevent trailing wires.

	3, Arrange for the batik pots to be inspected on an annual basis (PAT).
· Carry out a visual inspection of Batik pots for wear to the power cord every time they are taken out for use. 
· Depending on use, consider the need for a formal inspection and test more frequently than for some other portable electric items.

	4.  Position the batik pots near to a window so that fumes will be naturally ventilated from the classroom.  

· do not leave the batik pot switched on longer than is necessary.

· Check the SDS to see if there is a maximum limit for safe use.

· Pupils or staff who suffer from asthma or other respiratory problems would be advised not to do the process.
· Anyone that suffers a headache whilst using the machine will be sent outside for fresh air.  The incident will be recorded via a first aider.

· Use the lowest possible temperature setting to melt the wax, preferably below 60 °C. Heat the wax slowly

	  5.  The pots are usually thermostatically controlled

	 


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium X
	x
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Carry out CoSHH Assessment for dyes used in school.
	Faculty Head
	

	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


+
Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	RESTRICTIONS 
Batik work should only be carried out by children with close supervision. Dripping wax from lighted candles presents additional hazards (eg, fire) and is not covered by this risk assessment. 
Storage Batik Pots must be allowed to cool before having the power cord wound around them to be put away. A major cause of damage to the cord is winding it up too tightly. 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
The safest equipment to use for melting wax in this work is a self-contained electrically-heated, thermostatically-controlled Batik pot with interchangeable wax kettles where necessary. 
 ‘HOT’ warning sign, left adjacent to the pot, is also advisable, especially if the pot is left to cool after the end of the lesson. 
Waxes which are liquid at room temperatures, and can be applied simply by brushing without the need to heat, are available from some educational suppliers.


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	X
	Management
	X
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge
	Signature:
	 [image: image1.jpg]




	Date Assessed:
	October 19
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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