
	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-13-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Painting and decorating 
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Staff
	Number
	10

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:

This assessment covers painting and decorating internal areas of a school site.
Decorating tasks are generally carried out during school holidays when students are not in the building.

	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Disturbing asbestos containing materials when removing old wall / floor coverings.
	X
	 
	

	2.
	Inhalation of dusts and / or fumes when preparing surfaces
	 
	X
	

	3. 
	Electric shock caused by coming into contact with electrical wiring or electrical sockets when preparing walls and/or applying new coverings.
	
	X
	 

	4.
	Skin irritation caused by handling chemicals such as paint stripper, varnish, paints, thinners, white spirits or fungicides (paste).
	 
	X
	

	5. 
	Falling from height when working off ladders, particularly on stairwells.
	 
	 
	X

	6.
	Manual handling injuries caused by handling decorating supplies (large paint containers) or by doing repetitive work (painting).
	 
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1  School staff are aware of the location of asbestos in the school.
· Maintenance team attend asbestos training every three years.

· Any areas containing asbestos materials will be checked beforehand.  If there is any damage, the area will not be decorated until full assessment has been carried out.
· In the event of a suspected release of asbestos fibres, the area will be sealed off until further investigation can be carried out.

	2.  Eating, drinking and smoking are prohibited during the course of the task; 
· Respiratory Protective Equipment provided with suitable filters for dust.   

· Safety goggles are provided to reduce risk of contact with eyes; 
· The room is well ventilated;
· Dust is dampened down before sweeping up

	3  All equipment  is PAT tested annually 
· Visual inspection of equipment carried out prior to use; 
· Where possible power tools are run on 110 volts or battery power
· Residual Circuit Devices are fitted;  
· All equipment is switched off when not in use;   
· Fire extinguishers and other standard fire precautions in place;
· Site supervisor is aware of suitable cable management i.e. checking location of electrical wiring behind walls before work starts

· If light control panels / switches are loosened to allow paint and papering neatly around them then Site Supervisor isolates from the mains. 
· If they are to be disconnected and reconnected this is only be done by a qualified person. 

	 4.   The area is kept well ventilated;
· Products used are specifically for purpose; 
· Water based paints are used where possible; 
· The Site Supervisor covers all cuts and abrasions with suitable dressing;
· COSHH risk assessments are completed for product(s) being used and explained to employee;   
· COSHH Manufacturer's Safety Data Sheets are available for products used; 
· Appropriate PPE e.g. Safety goggles, impervious gloves and overalls are provided to reduce risk of contact with eyes/skin as identified by COSHH risk assessment;
· Eating, drinking and smoking are prohibited during the course of the task; 
· Strict personal hygiene is observed by the site supervisor and hands are washed thoroughly after the task;
· All equipment used with chemicals / cleaning products is cleaned and checked before returning to store; 
· All flammable products are securely stored  at the end of each work period;  
· All rags and cleaning cloths used with flammable liquids are placed in a flameproof, lidded container after use;
· No chemicals are disposed of down drains.

	 5.  Site Supervisor selects the correct work at height equipment for the task e.g. ladder, step ladder;  
· Site Supervisor reads this assessment in conjunction with the establishment's risk assessment(s) for the work at height equipment used;  
· Work at height equipment e.g. step ladders is subject to routine inspection;  
· Maintenance team are competent to use the equipment e.g. undertaken working at height training every 3 years.

· Maintenance team members do not undertake work at height when alone in school;
· Site Supervisor is aware to take extra care to ensure stability if ladders are used on top of dust sheets;  
· Warning signs are used to ensure everybody is aware that work at heights is underway before they enter work area. 
· Corridors and rooms are cordoned off area when possible. Alternative routes are sign posted. 
· Paint containers are hung from the ladder using a proprietary device 
· Employees are advised not to stretch or lean away from ladders whilst painting or papering at height

	6.   Maintenance team are trained in safe lifting and handling techniques e.g. Manual Handling training every 3 years 

· Additional staff are available to move furniture and other large items;
· Staff remove all loose materials and equipment from furniture before it is moved;  
· Team members are advised to minimise repetitive movements where ever possible and ensure they take regular breaks.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x 
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Purchase a stair ladders to eliminate falls from ladders on staircases. 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	x
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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