	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	M0-07-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Mopping hard floor
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Maintenance Officers & Cleaners 
	Number
	4

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	People with existing musculoskeletal injury
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:
Mopping carried out on hard floor surfaces throughout the school.
The equipment is generally used on a daily basis, outside of normal school hours.  In depth school cleaning is carried out during school holidays, reducing risk of injury to other staff.


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Various injuries from slips and trips 
	
	X 
	

	2.
	Back strain from stopping whilst mopping or from lifting water containers/filling water containers
	
	X
	

	3.
	Skin irritation caused by handling cleaning solutions
	
	
	

	4. 
	Cross contamination due to incorrect mop / cleaning cloths being used.
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1. Cleaning operation is done outside of normal school hours.  

· Wet floor signs are erected during cleaning operation and will be removed once floor surface is dry. 

· Additional signage will be displayed on doors leading to the corridor/main hall, to warn pedestrians that floor cleaning is in operation. 

· Staff carrying out cleaning operation must wear flat shoes with non-slip soles, to reduce risk of slipping.

	2. Staff are to seek assistance for heavy or awkward lifts if suffering from existing musculoskeletal conditions.

· Manual handling training is provided to all users (every 3 years)

· If floor cleaning is to be carried out in multi-floor building, the water container will be filled with water on each level (not to carry water in container up/down stairs)
· Any staff member suffering from a bad back must tell their supervisor so that alternative control measures can be implemented.

	3. Long-handled mops/brushes, and appropriate gloves, provided and staff trained in their use.
· All staff trained in the risks, use and storage of cleaning chemicals and wear personal protective equipment as instructed.
· Cleaning chemicals marked ‘irritant’ substituted, where possible, for milder alternatives.
· Cleaning staff issued with appropriate gloves to reduce skin contact.

· Staff reminded to report any health problems they think may come from cleaning, and to check for dry, red or itchy skin on their hands.

	4.  Cleaning staff attend correct Infection Control training.
· Colour coded mops and buckets are used: Blue for classrooms and corridors; Yellow near to sinks/washbasins; Green in kitchen and food technology; Red in toilets.
· Cleaning signage is displayed in CoSHH cupboard.

· CoSHH Assessment written for all cleaning products.  

· Doseage instructions are provided to cleaners.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Check that doseage instructions are provided to school staff who use cleaning products.
	SMO
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	1.1 HSE Quick Tips for:
1.1.1  Spot Cleaning for Small Spills
Even small a small spill can be a slip hazard

· Clean up spills immediately.

· Avoid wet mopping, as it increases the size of the spill and the slip risk area.

· Use absorbent material to soak up the spill (eg paper towel, cloth).

· For greasy spills, use a cleaning solution.

· Dry the floor well.

· Remove warning signs as soon as the spill is gone.

1.1.2 Wet Cleaning
· Sweep the floor and ensure equipment is clean.

· Prevent people from walking on wet smooth floors until they are totally dry.

· Close area, use barriers, clean in sections, as last resort use cones.

· Warn wet cleaning in progress, remove signs as soon as floor is dry.

· Use the right balance of cleaning solution to water.

· Keep an eye on the bucket solution and change when dirty.

· After use, rinse cleaning equipment thoroughly.

· Do not dispose of dirty fluid in food and hand sinks.




	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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