	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-29-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Using petrol Leaf Blower
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Site Team
	Number
	1

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	Persons with restricted mobility
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:

Clearing playground, pathways and borders of fallen leafs with a petrol blowing machine.


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Physical injury caused by manual handling
	
	 X
	

	2.
	Slips and trips on uneven ground or algae covered floor surfaces
	 
	X
	

	5.
	Fire caused when filling fuel/static electricity
	 X
	
	

	6.
	 Injury through flying stones or sharp objects such as plastic toys 
	
	 
	X

	8.
	White knuckle syndrome, vibration white finger (VWF) or Secondary Raynaud's disease
	X 
	 
	

	9.
	 Noise induced hearing loss
	
	X 
	

	10.
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1,  MO attend manual handling training every 3 years.
·  small quantities of fuel are stored in the external storeroom – 5 litre containers.
· MO is advised to inform their immediate line manager if they suffer from MSD’s.
·  

	2.  MO will check the site prior to beginning activity to assess conditions. 
· The site will be kept tidy and clear of loose materials and tools
· MO to wear good quality safety boots with non-slip sole 
· PPE will be worn including safety gloves, goggles and safety boots. 
· The MO will not use the leaf blower during normal school hours.  

	5.  Fuel must be in approved containers, up to 5 litres in plastic and 10 litres in metal jerry can. 
· Refuel only when machine has cooled in a ventilated area.
· Refuelling to occur 3 metres away from ignition source, work area and water course or drain. 
· Spill kit must be present in area used when refilling.

· All fuel caps are kept securely in place except during the refuelling operation.
· Excess fuel is stored in the secure external storeroom – no more than 5 litres kept in storage.
· Leaf blower is stored upright when not in use to reduce risk of spillages.
· Flammable signs are displayed outside store room.  No smoking is permitted on site.

	6.  Other pedestrians should be at least 5 metres away from the blower in operation. 
· The working area is taped or coned off to prevent members of the public from being endangered.
· MO should use a visor or goggles kite marked for impact protection. 
· Any machine guards present must be in place and in good working order
· MO will carry out visual inspection of area to be worked in prior to commencing the blowing process.  Any small toys or obvious stones will be removed from the area.

· Leaf blower will only be used in daylight hours.

	8.  Strimmer will be well maintained and vibration-dampeners inspected before operation. 
· Manufacturer’s instructions will show maximum usage times for an optimally maintained strimmer. 
· Take regular breaks e.g. 10 minutes between tank fills and 30 minutes between 3 tank fills.

	9.  Always were hearing defenders when using the strimmer.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	
	High
	X 


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Check that the site team have been issued with gloves, safety glasses and helmets for use when using the strimmer.
	Site Manager
	

	All site team using this equipment must read the risk assessment and method statement (see additional information) prior to use.
	Site Manager
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	X 
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	Pre-Operational Check: 

· Locate and ensure you are familiar with all machine operations and controls. 
· Check for loose/ missing nuts, bolts and screws. Tighten and/or replace as needed. 
· Inspect fuel lines, tank and area around carburettor for fuel leaks. Do not operate if leaks are found. 
· Ensure all guards are fitted, secure and functional. 
· Identify ON/OFF switch and emergency stop button. 
· Ensure all other people are clear of the immediate work area.
Safe Operation: 

1. Ensure that no person or animal is endangered when operating equipment. 

2. When you start up the machine, listen for unusual noises or vibrations. 

3. When starting, stand the blower upright on a level surface. Check that the blower pipe is not blocked by the ground or by any objects. 

4. Allow the blower to warm up at fast idle for a few minutes before using. 

5. Keep a firm grip. Hold handle with fingers together encircling handle. Maintain a straight wrist position. Avoid using your wrist in a bent, extended or twisted position. 

6. Make sure the muffler side of the engine is away from your body to avoid burns. 

7. Maintain a proper balance and secure footing. Do not work on slippery, uneven or unstable surfaces. Do not work in off positions or on ladders. 

8. Take wind conditions into account. Avoid open doors and windows. 

9. Minimise dust by using blower at lower speed. 

10. Always keep exhaust area clear of flammable debris. 

11. Disconnect spark plug wire before you work on the unit or leave unattended.

12. Allow the engine and muffler to completely cool before refueling or performing any maintenance work. 

13. Ensure good housekeeping practices are in place to minimize waste build-up.

Storage & Maintenance: 

1. Turn off the fuel supply and disconnect spark plug when work completed. 

2. Remove any foreign material from in and around engine. 

3. Allow to cool down before packing away.


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2019


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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