	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	AR-02-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Textiles: Using electric Heat Sources
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Pupils  x 30 per session
Staff x 2
	Total

Number
	30

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	TBC – i.e. people with eyesight deficiencies/Pupil behaviour
	Number
	


	Setting the Scene:

Manual ironing with steam and dry irons. Drying textiles with hair driers. Distressing fabrics or producing special effects, eg with an embossing heat gun or pyrography tool.

	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	The sole plate of an electric iron, the tip of pyrography tools and the output of heat guns can be hot enough to burn flesh.
	 
	X
	

	2. 
	A steam iron could cause scalding from hot water sprays as well as from steam jets. A damp pressing cloth, immediately after use, could be hot enough to scald.
	
	 X
	

	3.
	The mains cord causing a tripping hazard and a further hazard presented by falling iron.
	
	X
	 

	4. 
	The mains cord being damaged resulting in electric shock.
	X
	
	 

	5. 
	Some fabrics will melt or smoulder at high temperatures but many will ignite if the temperature is sufficiently high.
	X
	
	

	6. 
	 If some fabrics or glues are over heated, they can produce irritant or other hazardous fumes.
	 
	
	

	7.
	Ironing boards may trap fingers or collapse onto feet if not erected correctly or if folded away inappropriately
	X
	 
	

	8.
	 Molten glue on skin can cause minor burns.
	 
	
	X 

	9.
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1. Give clear instruction to minimise the risks of burns and scalds.
· Teach children how to carry out the process safely, including how to minimise the risk of burns by safe use of iron
· Provide additional support to students who are left-handed, as the ironing board may need to be turned around.
· Never leave students in the room alone when heating equipment is in use.
· Use a drip mat while gluing (glue gun).  Never leave a hot glue gun on it’s side.
· Never allow students to use a glue gun tilted upwards – or on overhead items.
· Obtain first aid kit for burns.  One member of staff in the department is trained as a first aider.

	2. Provide information to students on which materials may need to be steamed.  
· Check that any steam irons have not been overfilled with water.

· If the steam iron is being used, do not allow the base of the iron to face towards other students.

· Show students how to turn steam on an off and how to replace the iron on a metal or heat proof surface if the steam button is being used.

	3. The risk of tripping depends on the location of the socket outlet relative to the position of the ironing board or other work surface.  Whenever possible, position the iron as close to the wall socket as possible.

	4, Arrange for the electrical equipment to be inspected on an annual basis (PAT).
· Carry out a visual inspection of irons, hairdryers and heat guns for wear to the power cord every time they are taken out for use. 
· Depending on use, consider the need for a formal inspection and test more frequently than for some other portable electric items.

	5,6.  It is unlikely that dangerous amounts of fumes would be produced by distressing fabrics in normal school work.
· Pupils or staff who suffer from asthma or other respiratory problems may be advised not to do the process.
· Do not attempt to distress large areas of fabric by means of heat.
· Glue guns are generally safe to use, unless the glue has overheated.  Inform students to stop working with hot glue guns if they feel light headed or nauseas when using equipment. Seek medical advice.

	7.  Teach pupils how to handle ironing boards to minimise finger trapping and to prevent collapse.

	8.  Use the glue gun machines and other heated equipment in close proximity to source of cold water.  If necessary obtain a bowl of cold water at the beginning of a lesson.
· Use tweezers to hold thin material and feather during hot glue process.  Reduce risk of students holding material with their fingers when using the hot glue guns.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium X
	x
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	 Identify who the nominated first aiders are and display names in the staff office.
	 
	

	Obtain first aid kits for burns.
	 
	

	 
	 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	RESTRICTIONS 
Care must be taken at all times when ironing fabrics to ensure that students do not lean against ironing boards and they need to be taught to place hot irons on their ends on a suitable heat-proof surface during use. 
A ‘HOT’ warning sign, left adjacent to the iron, is also advisable, especially if it is left to cool after the end of the lesson. 
Molten hot melt glue on skin – plunge the skin into cold water straight away until the burning sensation subsides.  Do not attempt to remove the molten glue and this could pull away layers of skin and leave a raw wound.

Disposal 
Broken and/or surplus electrical goods are subject to the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations 2006 (the WEEE Regulations). Your Maintenance Team will advise you on the arrangements for the disposal of any electrical items from classrooms.

Storage 
Irons must be allowed to cool before having the power cord wound around them and being put away. A major cause of damage to the cord is winding it up too tightly.


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	X
	Management
	X
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 19
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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