	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-02-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Cleaning toilets
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Cleaners and Maintenance Officer
	Number
	5

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	Persons with existing breathing/respiratory problems or skin ailments.
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene: 
Cleaners/caretakers/site team responsible for maintaining communal toilets used by pupils and staff/visitor toilets on a daily basis.  Includes monitoring sanitary bins, emptying hand towel bins, replenishing soap and toilet paper, plus cleaning toilets, floors, basins and door handles.  


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Any infections due to touching contaminated water and other bodily fluids
	
	x
	

	2.
	Minor irritation from any of the PPE or cleaning products used
	x
	
	

	3.
	Severe irritation from any of the cleaning products used including
	x
	
	

	4.
	Chemical reaction if bleach is mixed with other cleaning materials resulting in toxic gases being produced (Exposure to chloramine gases)
	
	x
	

	5.
	Various injuries from slips, trips or falls
	
	X 
	

	6.
	Cross contamination of infection caused by using incorrect mops and clothes between toilet area, sinks and other areas in the school.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1. All staff are to be trained in the correct method of cleaning – CoSHH training renewed every 3 years.
· Suitable gloves MUST be worn for the duration of this task in compliance with CoSHH relevant Assessment.
·  All staff are to wear eye protection if they consider a splash is likely when using any cleaning product 
· Staff must ensure general ventilation by opening windows or doors. 
· A procedure is in place detailing the disposal arrangements for containing bodily fluids that cannot be flushed away.

	2, 3,4.  Users to notify their line manager if they suffer from any symptoms relating to irritation caused by gloves i.e.
· skin sores

· dry patches on skin

· CoSHH Assessments completed for all cleaning products used.  Staff are shown each CoSHH assessment relevant to the products they use and sign to say they understand current control measures.

· Bleach is not used in the school.

	5.  Staff are to wear appropriate flat footwear . 
Cleaning warning signs are to be placed in appropriate areas.  Cleaning is generally carried out at end of school day, once pupils have left the building.

	6. Use of the correct colour coded equipment must be observed.  Poster displayed in Cleaners cupboard to identify Red coloured mop, mop bucket, dust pan are used in washrooms. Disposable cloths

	

	


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	School inspection to include checking cleaners cupboards to ensure there is no Bleach on the premises.
	MO
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	X 
	MEDIUM
	
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	Bleach can be very dangerous. Sodium Hypochlorite is the active ingredient in chlorine bleach, if bleach is mixed with other cleaning products, a chemical reaction takes place, toxic gases called chloramines are produced. Exposure to chloramine gases can cause:  

· Coughing.

· Nausea.

· Shortness of breath.

· Watery eyes.

· Chest pain.

· Irritation to the throat, nose, and eyes.

· Wheezing.

· Pneumonia and fluid in the lungs.

Individuals with asthma or other breathing problems are particularly susceptible. 


Here are a few other reasons why you should not use bleach in your school:
· Bleach does not clean lime scale - It whitens lime scale which makes you think it's cleaned it

· Bleach rots mops and cloth which reduces the life of your equipment

· Bleach makes floors porous which makes surfaces harder to clean the older they get

· Bleach often comes in clear white bottles which can be mistaken for some drinks. Kids wouldn't know the difference.



	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH, MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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