	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-27-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Using petrol hedge trimmer
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Site Manager,  
	Number
	1

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	Persons with restricted mobility
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:

Trimming hedges around perimeter of school site and alongside the playground entrance using a petrol hedge trimmer.


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Physical injury caused by manual handling
	X
	 
	

	2.
	Slips and trips on uneven ground or algae covered floor surfaces
	 
	X
	

	3. 
	Entrapment with moving cutting parts of machine
	
	X
	

	4.
	Cuts to fingers / loss of limbs
	
	 
	X

	5.
	Fire caused when filling fuel/static electricity
	 
	X 
	

	6.
	 Injury through flying stones or sharp objects , bits of wood or leaves 
	
	 
	X

	7.
	 Zoonotic diseases, including toxocariasis- a likely source is animal faeces being scattered during cutting.
	X 
	 
	

	8.
	White knuckle syndrome, vibration white finger (VWF) or Secondary Raynaud's disease
	X 
	 
	

	9.
	 Noise induced hearing loss
	X 
	 
	

	10.
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1,  MO attend manual handling training every 3 years.
·  small quantities of fuel are stored in the external storeroom – 5 litre containers.
· MO is advised to inform their immediate line manager if they suffer from MSD’s.

	2.  MO will check the site prior to beginning activity to assess conditions. 
· Mark danger areas if necessary.  

· The site will be kept tidy and clear of loose materials and tools
· MO to wear good quality safety boots with non-slip sole
· Never use the equipment in wet weather.

	3.  MO to make full safety checks before operation to make sure the cutter is working at its operational best. 
· Check that all cutting blades/chains are in good order and properly fixed. 
· Make sure kill switch and dead man’s throttle are operating properly. 
· The equipment must be maintained in good working order. 
· MO to stop using machine immediately if any fault is detected. 
· MO to inspect equipment regularly to ensure efficient cutting.

	4.  PPE will be worn including safety gloves, goggles, hard hat and safety boots. 
· The MO will not use the hedge cutter during normal school hours.  If a pedestrian is within 10 metres distance the machine will be switched off.
· A First Aid kit present.   
· The MO will not use the equipment when working off a ladder.
· The MO will always hold the equipment with both hands.

	5.  Fuel must be in approved containers, up to 5 litres in plastic and 10 litres in metal jerry can. 
· Refuel only when hedge cutter has cooled in a ventilated area.
· Refuelling to occur 3 metres away from ignition source, work area and water course or drain. 
· Spill kit must be present in area used when refilling.

· All fuel caps are kept securely in place except during the refuelling operation.
· Excess fuel is stored in the secure external storeroom – no more than 5 litres kept in storage.
· Hedge cutter is stored flat when not in use to reduce risk of spillages.
· Flammable signs are displayed outside store room.  No smoking is permitted on site.

	6.  Other pedestrians should be at least 5 metres away from the cutter being in operation. 
· The working area is taped or coned off to prevent members of the public from being endangered.
· MO should use a visor or goggles kite marked for impact protection. 
· Any guards present must be in place and in good working order
· MO will carry out visual inspection of area to be worked in prior to commencing the cutting process.
· Hedge cutting will only be carried out in daylight hours.

· The machine will not be used when it is wet. 

	7.  Suitable visor with eye shield/glasses should be worn by operator. 
· Do not use the cutter above shoulder height.
· Wash hands thoroughly at end of process or before eating.
· If nausea, lethargic, flu-type symptoms are experienced, you should seek medical attention.

	8.  Cutter will be well maintained and vibration-dampeners inspected before operation. 
· Manufacturer’s instructions will show maximum usage times for an optimally maintained machine. 
· Take regular breaks e.g. 10 minutes between tank fills and 30 minutes between 3 tank fills.

	9. Staff to wear hearing defenders when using this equipment.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	X 
	
	High X


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	X 
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	Basic Safety Precautions. Place your hedge trimmer on the ground and hold it down with your left hand, as opposed to your foot. You’ll obviously then use your free hand to start the hedge trimmer, but never wrap the starter cord around that free hand.
Make sure nobody comes closer than 40 or 45 feet from you while the hedge trimmer is running. Never work from a ladder or stool, etc. Always maintain a solid base with your legs comfortably spaced. Use both hands to hold the hedge trimmer, and keep your hands, legs and feet away from the blades while the engine is running.
Basic Operator Tips. Work with a swinging, bottom-up action when trimming sides. Avoid extending your arms out in front of your body as your balance will be compromised. Don’t rush—work steadily until the hedge is cut evenly.
Read your safety manual! This is just a quick overview of basic safe operating procedures. As always—read, understand and follow the instructions in your safety instruction manual, along with the various safety symbols and warnings that appear throughout the manual and on the product itself.


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2019


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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