	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	SP-18-10_19
 
RA 001


	Workplace Activity:
	External play areas - primary
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Pupils, Midday Assistants
	Number
	Up to 300

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	Children with physical disability or injury; pregnant staff; staff recovering from illness
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:
pupils using outside play equipment during break times and lunchtimes with staff supervision – a minimum of 2 members of staff monitoring ey’s playground with 1 member of staff monitoring ks1 & ks2 playground.


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Falls from play equipment resulting in broken bones, bruising/swelling, concussion 
	
	X
	 

	2.
	Slips & trips leading to fractures, broken bones and cuts due to uneven surfaces on grassed areas; damage to ground surface; curb edges not highlighted; tree roots exposed; leaves on ground etc.
	
	 
	X

	3.
	Slips & trips leading to fractures, broken bones and cuts due to children running
	
	
	X

	4.
	Wet weather leading to slips on wet grass or falls from equipment; ice on playground; snow and ice on pathways.
	 
	X
	

	5.
	Pupils collapse due to extreme hot weather
	X
	
	

	6.
	Physical injuries through altercations in the playground
	
	X
	

	7.
	Pregnant persons or staff with pre-existing poor health/physical injury – harmed through coming into contact with running children.
	
	X
	

	8.
	Physical injuries resulting from coming into contact with moving objects such as balls, batons, play equipment.
	
	
	X 

	9.
	Stings and bites from wasps, bees and horse-flies etc.
	
	X
	

	10
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1, 3. The playtime staff are first aid trained (paediatrics) and have access to first aid supplies and ice-packs during playtime.  
· Staff stay vigilante watching for pupils who may be over-excitable and for those playing chasing games – taking appropriate action to calm down pupils if necessary. 

· A maximum of 1 child at a time are permitted to use monkey bars and swinging rope equipment – staff are aware of the maximum numbers.  

· Playground supervisors are required to position themselves in the playground areas closest to climbing equipment. 
· Playground furniture is inspected annually by external maintenance company to ensure all is in good condition. 
· SMO visually inspects equipment on a weekly basis. Any equipment that is found to be faulty is not used. I
· f the equipment cannot be physically removed, then warning notices must be attached so that the equipment is taken out of service. Repairs should be actioned at the earliest possible opportunity. 
· Staff make visual checks of equipment before use. This will allow a check for obvious defects that may have arisen since last use or inspection (e.g. vandalism).


	2a. SMO checks the ground area at the beginning of each day and removes any rubbish or debris.  
· Areas of concern, such as raised tree roots, are cornered off to prevent children accessing dangerous areas. 

· Formal inspections are carried out on weekly/monthly schedules by SMO and Head Teacher or School Business Manager. 

· Inspection records used to monitor remedial actions needed should playground equipment conditions deteriorate.

	4a During wet or icy weather, children are not permitted to use the wooden play equipment as it may be slippery. 
· Fallen leaves are removed from the playground each day during the autumn months. 

· Wet weather procedure is written – grit plan in place and SMO clears pathways before school day if required. 

· Wet weather clothing is provided, including boots, to protect pupils from getting clothing wet during rain play and to provide a better grip on external floor surfaces.

	5a. Children are advised to wear sun hats during extreme hot weather – staff are advised to do the same. 
· Cold water fountains are installed so that pupils can obtain drinks during hot weather periods.  
· Children permitted to bring in water bottles which can be filled as required through the day.

	6a. Pupils who are known to have behavioural problems are closely supervised.  
· Following any altercations in the playground, the incident will be recorded and if necessary the child/children will be isolated – see safeguarding procedures.

	7a. Staff will be allocated appropriate duties depending on their physical ability and compliant with pregnancy risk assessment or vulnerable persons risk assessment.

	8a. Playground areas are separated into age groups or break times are staggered so as not to mix pupils of different ages in the same play area.  Staff are vigilant watching for pupils attempting to purposefully misuse equipment.

	9a. In summer seasons midday staff are reminded of treatment required for insect bites and stings.  First aid supplies reviewed dependant on what is required.


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x 
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Implement accident monitoring regime, to ensure that all recording injuries are reviewed on a monthly basis to identify trends.
	SLT
	

	Put Height measurement markings next to or on the side of the Monkey Bar equipment, and anything else which would cause injury to younger/shorter pupils.
	SLT
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	x
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	Staff use the Defect Log to record any hazards which are identified in the area such as potholes, ant hills, debris in the grass etc.  Alternatively, staff inform School Business Manager or SMO of hazards in external areas as they are found.

Playground incidents are monitored by SBM/Head Teacher/ DHT and SMO on a half-termly basis to identify trends.
Playground accidents resulting in fractures, broken bones and concussion are investigated immediately by SBM/HT/DHT and SMO to establish cause and preventative measures.  


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge CMIOSH, MIISRSM
	Signature:
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