	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-04-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Clearing Snow & Ice
	Date:
	October 19


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Staff, pupils and parents
	Number
	250+

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	TBC
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:  
At beginning of school day, when temperature drops below 0°c action will be taken to clear ice and snow from all entrance pathways and staff car park, by using snow trowel for fresh snow or applying salt for ice.  Rear playgrounds will be cleared when requested.   Further ice application will be taken at end of school day if applicable.


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Slips, trips and falls on the ice or snow which is on the ground
	
	X 
	

	2.
	Back injury including muscle strain when lifting salt bags or moving grit by wheelbarrow
	X
	
	

	3.
	Skin irritation when using the salt or grit
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1. Snow procedure is in place – pathways that are considered too dangerous to access will be cordoned off before the start of school day. 
· Snow will be moved from the pathways only if temperatures are above freezing (to reduce risk of ice forming when snow has been partially removed.

· Salt will be spread onto pathways between 7am – 8am  on icy surfaces.

· Pupils and parents will be directed to the front entrance of the school should the secondary entrances be impassable. 
· School weather watch – parents and staff will be kept up to date about any changes to school arrangements due to poor weather. 
· Staff should always be aware of their own health and safety and when inclement weather is forecast should wear appropriate clothing and suitable footwear to help reduce the risk of slipping

	2..Site team will be issued with appropriate cold weather clothing to include Jacket, gloves and waterproof boots (with non-slip sole).
· All site staff must be correctly trained on the equipment used to move snow – through manual handling training.

· Salt bags are located in the staff car park to reduce movement as much as possible.
· Salt bags purchased in 12kg bags to reduce risk or injury when moving them.
· 

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE
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Provide staff with snow plough blades rather than shovels in order to clear the snow.
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Purchase heavy duty salt spreader to reduce lifting salt bags over large surface area. 
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Replace rock salt with ice melt – less product needed, longer lasting and less mess inside the school.   The product is lighter to handle than rock salt.  https://www.seton.co.uk/rapid-ice-melt-10kg.html?gclid=Cj0KCQiA2ITuBRDkARIsAMK9Q7MfP8q2Rs4rNP52LQc43Q04q5iVUVQItv7JUBB3jY_2aeWo6BiH5ncaAlBzEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	X 
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	Snow and Ice Procedure is reviewed each year, taking  into consideration use of pathways and people using them.  Any persons with a physical disability will be permitted to enter the school via the main entrance when temperatures drop below 0°C



	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


School Name  – Clearing snow and ice
Page 1

